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EDITORIAL PHILOSOPHY 
 
The Universities Council on Water Resources is a multi-disciplinary association of primarily 
North American universities dedicated to the advancement of research, education and service in 
water resources.  Its principle publication, the Journal of Contemporary Water Research and 
Education (formerly Water Resources Update), is an edited, but not generally peer-reviewed, 
journal published both on paper and in electronic form at www.ucowr.org.  JCWRE accepts 
articles by invitation only. Each issue has an invited editor and a specific theme; a list of these 
issue themes is provided below.  Articles published in JCWRE are widely recognized for their 
concise clarity and relevance to critical water resources issues and principles.   
 
PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPT 
 
Electronic Copy: Papers are to be submitted as Word or Word Perfect documents.   Figures and 
images should be included in these files or as separate .jpg files.  If figures are in color, a black-
and-white copy should be submitted as well. Submit papers to clant@siu.edu or to the e-mail 
address of the issue editor. 
 
Title: Titles should properly reflect the contents of the article.  The title should be short and 
informative, and should not exceed 12 words in length. 
 
Author Name and Affiliation: Name of the author(s) should appear after the title along with the 
affiliation of the author(s). 
  
Text:  The manuscript text should be typed double-spaced. The text should be written so that it 
will be of interest to persons in the wide variety of disciplines represented by UCOWR’s 
membership.  Articles average about 8 pages in length as published, 15 pages in manuscript 
form.  Articles do not include abstracts. Subheadings in bold should be used. 
 
Acknowledgments: These can be included in a separately titled section, following the text. 
 
Author Bio and Contact Information: An author bio of about 100 words and contact 
information should be included after the acknowledgments.  This should contain author(s) 
mailing address and e-mail address. 
  
References: Cite references to published literature in the text by author(s) and date: for example, 
Howe (1984) or (Howe 1984).  List all references in alphabetical order in a References section.  
Give the complete title of the reference and the source.  Use the styles shown below: 
 

Book:
Lee, K. N., 1993. Compass and Gyroscope: Integrating Science and Politics for the 
Environment. Island Press: Washington DC. 

 
Monograph:
Peterson, D. F. and A. B. Crawford (Eds), 1978.  Values and Choices in the Development of 
the Colorado River Basin.  University of Arizona Press, Tucson, Arizona, 337 pp. 
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Journal Article
Viessman, W., Jr., 2000. Are we still on the wrong road? Water Resources Update 116: 74-
78. 
 
Chapter in Book or Paper in a Proceedings
Lee, Robert G., R. Flamm, M. G. Turner, C. Bledsoe, P. Chandler, C. DeFarrari, R. 
Gottfried, R. J. Naiman, N. Schumaker, and D. Wear. 1992. Integrating sustainable 
development and environmental vitality: A landscape ecology approach.  Pages 499-521 in 
Robert J. Naiman (ed.) Watershed Management: Balancing Sustainability and 
Environmental Change. Springer-Verlag, New York,  542pp. 
 

Tables: Tables should be numbered consecutively and include a brief but descriptive title.  Use a 
separate page for each table, and include all tables after the References section.  Mark in the 
margin of the text where each table is first noted in text.  The table will appear in the manuscript 
as soon as possible after it is first mentioned in the text unless there is a place specified by you 
that you would prefer it be placed. 
 
Figures:  JCWRE publishes figures only in black and white (gray scales as well), although the 
electronic version may contain figures in color.  Figures are to be a minimum resolution of 225 
dpi.  Figures in color should be submitted in CMYK color scheme and should be submitted as 
black-and-white as well. Figures should be placed following tables with one figure on each page.  
They can also be submitted as separate .jpg files. The figure will appear in the manuscript as 
soon as possible after it is first mentioned in the text unless there is a place specified by you that 
you would prefer it be placed.   
 
Appendices: All appendices must have a title. The Appendix is placed at the end of the text after 
Author (s) Bio and before the References.   
 
Author Information Sheet: Please provide all of the information requested on this form shown 
below (the form may be duplicated, if needed). 
 
Copyright Release Form: EACH AUTHOR is required to complete a Copyright Release 
Form. 
The form can be found below and may be duplicated as needed.  The completed forms must be 
included with your manuscript.  Assignment of copyright does not restrict authors in using 
materials from their paper for future personal use.  Our request for copyright transfer is for the 
purpose of complying with Public Law 94-553 and to protect both UCOWR and the author(s) 
from unauthorized third-party use. 
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Robert Ward, Colorado State University 
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Issue 122, March 2002, Universities’ Contribution to TMDL Program Development Ed. Tamim Younos, 
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Younos, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University  

Issue 118, January 2001, Complexities with Transboundary Water Resource Management: Progress and 
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Issue 116, March 2000, Reflections on a Century of Water Science and Policy, Ed. Charles W. Howe, 
Univ of Colorado 
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Author Information Sheet 

 
Please provide the complete names, addresses, phone number, etc. for the senior author and co-
author(s) of your paper.  Indicate the primary corresponding author with a number a 1 and others 
in preference of contact, by using numbers 2, 3, 4, etc.  Submit this information with your 
manuscript. 
 
 
 
  Name:  

  Position & Affiliation:  
Address:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Phone #: Fax#:  
E-Mail Address:  
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Copyright Transfer Agreement 
 
Upon your acceptance, this agreement will constitute a transfer from you to the Universities Council 
on Water Resources of proprietary right to the work tentatively entitled: 
 

TITLE 
 
Your acceptance of this agreement will further signify that you represent and warrant that you are the 
sole author(s) and sole proprietor(s) of all rights in and to any portion of the aforementioned work; 
that the work is original and not in the public domain; that it has not been previously published; that it 
does not violate or infringe on any personal or property rights of others, whether common law or 
statutory; that it contains nothing libelous or contrary to law; and that you have full power to enter 
into this agreement. 
Your acceptance of this agreement will also constitute your agreement that the work contains no 
material from other copyrighted or unpublished works that has been used without the written consent 
of the copyright owner and/or of the owner of any other rights to or in such other works and that you 
will obtain any such written consent as may be required and deliver it to us. 
Your signature below indicates your acceptance of this agreement. 
 
                                                                                          
    
PRINT NAME OF AUTHOR 
                                                                                    
    
SIGNATURE   DATE 
 
 Special Note to U.S. Government Employees 
 
Papers prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties need not have the 
assignment of copyright transferred since this material is automatically considered as part of the 
public domain. 
 
If your paper falls within this category please check the following statement, sign below, and return 
this form with your manuscript. 
 
This paper has been prepared as part of my official duties as a U.S. Government employee.  I 
acknowledge that this paper has not previously been published, or is currently being considered for 
publication by any other organization or business concern. 
 
    
SIGNATURE   DATE 
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